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SCHEDULE 
 

 
 8:30-8:45  Welcome and Introductions  
     Robert Harrison, MD, MPH, Program Chair 
 
         General Session #1:  Counting Injuries and Finding Risk Factors
 

 8:45 – 9:30  Progress in Preventing Sharps Injuries: Where Do We Stand in 2006? 
     Jane Perry, MA  
 

 9:30 – 10:00  Sharps Injury Trends in California Hospitals 
     Florence Reinisch, MPH 
 

 10:00– 10:30  Sharps Injury Surveillance and Prevention in Massachusetts 
     Angela Laramie, MPH 
 
 10:30 - 10:45   Break 
 
 General Session #2:  Workers on the Frontline: Successes and Continued Problems
 
 10:45 – 11:45  Getting Involved: Methods for Creating an Effective Program  
     June Fisher, MD     
 
 11:45 – 1:00   Lunch (on your own) 
 
 General Session #3:  Selecting the Best Devices for your Program 
 
 1:00- 1:45  Safer Needle Devices: Direct Care Providers Assessment of Syringes,  
    Blood Collection Devices, and IV Catheters 
     Marion Gillen RN, MPH, PhD 
 
 1:45-2:15  The Right Tool for the Right Job 
     Barbara DeBaun, RN BSN, CIC (Northern California) 
     Annemarie Flood, RN, BS, NCIC (Southern California) 
   
 General Session #4:  The Future of Sharps Design and Injury Prevention
 
 2:15 – 2:45  Safety Market Conversion Trends and New Technologies 
     Christine Bush, Becton, Dickinson & Co. 
 

 2:45 -3:15  The New Standard for Safety 
     Kathryn Duesman, RN, BSN, Retractable Technologies, Inc. 
 
 3:15 - 3:30   Break 
 
 3:30 - 4:00  Sharps Injuries in California:  A Regulatory Perspective 
     Deborah Gold, MPH, CIH 
 
 4:00 - 4:30  Research and Prevention:  Future Directions for Sharps Injuries 
     Robert Harrison, MD, MPH 
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FACULTY 
 

 
 Program Chair: 
 
 Robert Harrison, MD, MPH 
 Chief, Occupational Health Surveillance 
 & Evaluation Program 
 Occupational Health Branch 
 California Department of Health Services 
 850 Marina Bay Parkway, Bldg P, 3rd Floor 
 Richmond, CA 94804 
 Ph: 510-620-5769 / Fax: 510-620-5743 
 Email: robert.harrison@ucsf.edu 
 ___________________________________ 
 
 Christine Bush 
 BD Diagnostics - Preanalytical Systems 
 One Becton Drive, MC: 316 
 Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417 
 Ph: 201-847-6025 / Fax: 202-347-6089 
 Email: christine_bush@bd.com 
 
 Barbara DeBaun, RN, BSN, CIC 
 Director, Patient Safety & Infection Control 
 California Pacific Medical Center 
 2333 Buchanan Street 
 San Francisco CA 94115 
 Ph: 415-600-1910 / Fax:  
 Email: debaunb@sutterhealth.org 
  
 Kathryn Duesman, RN, BSN 
 Executive Director, Global Health 
 Retractable Technologies, Inc. 
 511 Lobo Lane 
 Little Elm, TX 75068 
 Ph: 972-294-1010 / Fax: 927-292-3600  
 Email: rticlinical@vanishpoint.com 
 
 June M. Fisher, MD 
 San Francisco General Hospital 
 Trauma Foundation 
 11180 Dolores Street 
 San Francisco, CA 94110 
 Ph: 415-641-4163 / Fax: 415-648-5569 
 Tdictproj@aol.com 
 
 Annemarie Flood, RN, BS, NCIC 
 Clinical Epidemiologist 
 UCLA Hospital Epidemiology 
 Box 951701, 14-176 CHS 
 Los Angeles, CA 90095-1701 
 Ph: 310-794-0187 / Fax: 310-794-0195 
 lmafl@mednet.ucla.edu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 Marion Gillen, RN, MPH, PhD 
 Associate Professor 
 UCSF School of Nursing 
 Dept of Community Health Systems 
 2 Koret Way, Box 0608 
 San Francisco, CA 94143-0608 
 Ph: 415-476-1382 / Fax: 415-476-6042 
 Email: marion.gillen@nursing.ucsf.edu 
 
 Deborah Gold, MPH, CIH 
 Senior Safety Engineer 
 Division of Occupational Safety and Health 
 (Cal/OSHA) 
 1515 Clay Street, Suite 1901 
 Oakland, CA  94612 
 Tel: 510-286-7006 / Fax: 510-286-7040 
 Email: dgold@hq.dir.ca.gov 
 
 Angela K. Laramie, MPH 
 Sharps Injury Surveillance Project 
 Occupational Health Surveillance Program 
 Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
 250 Washington Street, 6th Floor 
 Boston, MA 02108 
 Ph: 617-624-5641 / Fax: 617-624-5676 
 Email: angela.laramie@state.ma.us 
 
 Jane Perry, MA 
 Associate Director 
 International Healthcare Worker Safety Center 
 University of Virginia Health System 
 PO Box 800764 
 Charlottesville, VA 22908-0764 
 Ph: 434-982-3763 / Fax: 434-982-0821 
 Email: jlp6f@virginia.edu 
 
 Florence Reinisch, MPH 
 Research Scientist II 
 Public Health Institute/California Department of 
 Health Services Occupational Health Branch 
 850 Marina Bay Parkway, Bldg P, 3rd Floor 
 Richmond, CA 94804 
 Ph: 510-620-5771 / Fax: 510-620-5743  
 Email: florence.reinisch@gmail.com
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OBJECTIVES 
 

 
 
 At the end of this conference participants will be able to: 
 

 Review the current rates of sharps injuries, and the persistent risk factors for these injuries among 
 health care workers 

 
 Discuss the successes and continued pitfalls in implementing a sharps injury prevention program 

 
 Recognize how some sharps designs may result in a higher risk of injuries 

 
 Describe innovative methods and models for sharps device selection 

 
 Discuss the challenges of designing sharps injury devices to reduce the risk of injuries in health 

 workers, and the future of prevention efforts 
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ACCREDITATION 
 

 
 
This course offers the following continuing education credit: 
 
Physicians: 

 The COEH Continuing Education Program is accredited by the Institute for Medical Quality/California 
Medical Association (IMQ/CMA) to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  The COEH 
Continuing Education Program takes responsibility for the content, quality and scientific integrity of this CME 
activity. 
 The COEH Continuing Education Program designates Workers’ Compensation Overview Update for 
OSH Professionals for a maximum of 6.25 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM .   Physicians should only claim 
credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  This credit may also be applied to the 
CMA Certification in Continuing Medical Education. 
  
Nurses: 
COEH Continuing Education Program is a provider approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, 
Provider # 12983.  Nurses may report 7.5 contact hours for this course. 
 
Industrial Hygienists: 
This course is approved by the American Board of Industrial Hygiene for 1.0 Industrial Hygiene CM point.  
The approval number is 06-1896.  
 
Safety Professionals: 
This course meets the Board of Certified Safety Professionals criteria for 0.5 COC point. 
 


